
PLVN’s Great Library Tour 3 – France & England 

 

Here is the itinerary and information about our tour.  It will also be available on the 
Voyager Website. 

 

Lyon 17 – 21 August 

Take advantage of our 5 days in Lyon to explore 
this beautiful city and enjoy the options of the 
IFLA conference.  Lyon is France’s second largest 
urban area. From its cuisine to its historical 
heritage, not forgetting its lights and silk, the city 
boasts numerous advantages making it a 
charming destination for visitors. Lyon is a world 
heritage site. It is a living work of art with more 
than 2000 years of history behind it, the city has a 
remarkable cultural heritage and no fewer than 
500 hectares of the city centre have been 

registered as UNESCO world heritage. The Capital of French cuisine, Lyon is a leader in the 
culinary arts. It has around 12 Michelin star-rated restaurants and more than 1600 restaurants 
in all, including ‘Bouchons’ (traditional restaurants) and bistros, etc. 

IFLA World Library and Information Congress 
http://conference.ifla.org/ifla80/ 
 
The IFLA World Library and Information Congress is the international flagship professional and 
trade event for the library and information services sector. It brings together over 3,500 
participants from more than 120 countries. It sets the international agenda for the profession 
and offers unique opportunities for networking and professional development to all delegates.  
 
Your conference registration includes the Exhibition and Opening Party on Sunday 17 August 
and the Cultural Night on Tuesday 19 August. 
 
There will be a welcome dinner at Restaurant de Fourviere for our tour group on Monday 18 
August.  
 
Our hotel is Grand Hotel de Terreaux, situated in the north of the Presqu’ile, a few streets away 
from the Musee des Beaux-Arts and the Opera House, close to the Saone and bridges to Vieux 
Lyon, and just below Croix-Rousse. There are many restaurants, brasseries and cafés within 
easy walking distance, and a little supermarket across the street. 
 
Transfers from the airport to the Hotel are included.  
 
We depart Lyon for Strasbourg by coach, a 5 hour drive, on Friday 22 August.   



Strasbourg 22– 25 August 
 

 
 
Strasbourg is the capital and principal city of the Alsace region in eastern France and is the 
official seat of the European Parliament. The city and the region of Alsace are historically 
German-speaking, explaining the city's Germanic name. Strasbourg's historic city centre, the 
Grande Île (Grand Island), was classified a World Heritage site by UNESCO in 1988, the first time 
such an honour was placed on an entire city centre.  
 
We will visit 2 libraries in Strasbourg, the Médiathèque on Friday afternoon, and the BNU on 
Saturday morning.  

 
The Public Library- Médiathèque André Malraux de Strasbourg - is 
an 18,000 sqm media library which is said to be the largest public 
library in eastern France. It opened in 2008 and was formerly a 
grain warehouse located on the pier. It cost 64.5 million euros, 
carries 20 km of shelves, 1,000 seats, 35,000 CDs/DVDs and 102 
multimedia stations along with other facilities such as reading 
rooms, exhibition room, auditorium, cafeteria, archives, etc. 

 
The Bibliothèque Nationale et Universitaire (BNU) 
is located on Place de la République. After the 
destruction of the municipal library and the city's 
archives by Prussian artillery during the Siege of 
Strasbourg, the German Empire founded the BNU 
on 19 June 1872. It became the regional library for 
the Reichsland Alsace-Lorraine, as, according to 
German tradition, every region should have at least 
one library. It was also an Academic library. The 
present-day building, which is a work of architects 
August Hartel and Skjold Neckelmann, was opened 
in 1895. The library now holds about 3,000,000 volumes, which is the second largest collection 
in France. 
 
On Saturday afternoon there is a 4 hour city tour of Strasbourg. It will consist of a river cruise 
and a visit to the famous Cathedral with a local guide.  
 
On Sunday there is a full day excursion in Alsace to Selestat, Colmar and Haut-Koenigsbourg 
Castle including lunch at a local winery.  
 
Our hotel is the Hotel Regent Petite France.  
 
We depart Strasbourg for Reims on Monday 25 August by coach; the journey is approx. 4.5 
hours.  



 
Reims 25 – 27 August 
 

Reims, a city in the Champagne-Ardenne region of France, lies 
129 km east-northeast of Paris. Founded by the Gauls, it 
became a major city during the period of the Roman Empire. 
Reims played a prominent ceremonial role in French 
monarchical history as the traditional site of the crowning of 
the kings of France.  
 
 
 

On the evening of our arrival in Reims we will have a tour including a visit to 
the Cathedral. The Cathedral of Reims (damaged by the Germans during the 
First World War but restored since) played the same role in France as 
Westminster Abbey has in the United Kingdom.  
 
 
 

On 26 August we will visit the Carnegie Library of 
Reims (Bibliothèque Carnegie de Reims),  a public library built with 
money donated by businessman and philanthropist Andrew Carnegie 
to the city of Reims after World War I. Reims was one of three "front-
line" cities to be given a Carnegie library, the other two being Leuven 

and Belgrade. Built in the 1920s, it combined the mission of heritage conservation and of 
reading public library. Until 2003, the Carnegie Library was the main library of Reims. The Art 
Deco decor of the Carnegie Library, the harmony of its proportions, the elegance of its 
architecture made it worthy of inclusion in the French inventory of Monuments historiques. 
 
Our hotel in Reims is Hotel Best Western De La Paix.  
 
On Wednesday 27 August we transfer from Reims to Paris by coach, approx. 2 hours. 
 
Paris 27 – 31 August 

 
Paris is situated on the River Seine, in the northern central part of the 
country, at the heart of the Île-de-France region. It covers an area of 
about 87 square kilometres and is surrounded by an orbital motorway. 
Within its administrative limits (the 20 arrondissements), Paris is one 
of the largest population centres in Europe, with more than 12 million 
inhabitants. 
 
We will be staying in the Marais district. The hotel is near art galleries, 
trendy restaurants and designer boutiques; close to Republique 
neighbourhood, Place des Vosges and 400 metres from the Picasso 
Museum. 

On Thursday 28 August we will have a half day city tour of Paris (panoramic with no stops) 
which will provide you with ideas for your free day on Saturday to explore this beautiful city.  

Also on Thursday will be a group dinner at Le Vin Qui Danse, which includes a wine and cheese 
tasting and dinner.  
 



On Friday 29 August we will visit the Bibliotheque Nationale. On 14 July 1988, President 
François Mitterrand announced the construction and the expansion of one of the largest and 
most modern libraries in the world, intended to 
cover all fields of knowledge, and designed to be 
accessible to all, using the most modern data 
transfer technologies, which could be consulted 
from a distance, and which would collaborate with 
other European libraries. After the move of the 
major collections from the rue de Richelieu, the 
National Library of France was inaugurated on 15 
December 1996. It contains more than ten million 
volumes.   
We will also visit the Bibliothèque publique 
d'information (BPI) in the Centre Pompidou, which is the model public library in France. 

Our hotel, Les Jardins du Marais, is composed of nine 19th-century buildings and provides a 
restaurant, a bar/lounge, a fitness centre, and wireless Internet access. 

On Sunday 31 August we depart Paris for London on the Eurostar.  

London 31 August – 3 September 
 
London is the capital city of England and the 
United Kingdom. With an estimated 8,308,369 
residents in 2012, London is the most populous 
region, urban zone and metropolitan area in the 
United Kingdom. Standing on the River Thames, 
London has been a major settlement for two 
millennia, its history going back to its founding 
by the Romans.  
 
London is a leading global city,  with strengths in 
the arts, commerce, education, entertainment, 

fashion, finance, healthcare, media, professional services, research and development, tourism 
and transport all contributing to its prominence. It is one of the world's leading financial centres 
and has the fifth- or sixth-largest metropolitan area GDP in the world depending on 
measurement. London has been described as a world cultural capital. It is the world's most-
visited city as measured by international arrivals and has the world's largest city airport system 
measured by passenger traffic. London contains four World Heritage Sites: the Tower of 
London; Kew Gardens; the site comprising the Palace of Westminster, Westminster Abbey, and 
St Margaret's Church; and the historic settlement of Greenwich. Other famous landmarks 
include Buckingham Palace, the London Eye, Piccadilly Circus, St Paul's Cathedral, Tower 
Bridge, Trafalgar Square, and The Shard. London is home to numerous museums, galleries, 
libraries, sporting events and other cultural institutions, including the British Museum, National 
Gallery, Tate Modern, British Library and 40 West End theatres. The London Underground is the 
oldest underground railway network in the world. 
 
On Sunday 31 August we will partake of a traditional afternoon tea.  
 
On Monday 1 September there is a choice of one of two 4 hour tours; one includes the London 
Eye, the other a behind the scenes tour of St Paul’s Cathedral.  
 
On Tuesday 2 September we will visit the British Library and CILIP. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fran%C3%A7ois_Mitterrand


 The British Library is the national library of the United 
Kingdom. The library is a major research library, holding 
over 150 million item. The Library's collections include 
around 14 million books, along with substantial holdings of 
manuscripts and historical items dating back as far as 2000 
BC. British Library is one of the two largest libraries in the 
world, the other being the Library of Congress of the United 
States. 

The library was originally a department of the British Museum and from the mid-19th century 
occupied the famous circular British Museum Reading Room. It became legally separate in 1973, 
and by 1997 had moved into its new purpose-built building at St Pancras, London. 
 
CILIP - The Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals (CILIP) is the leading 
professional body for librarians, information specialists and knowledge managers in the United 
Kingdom. CILIP’s vision is a fair and economically prosperous society underpinned by literacy, 
access to information and the transfer of knowledge. CILIP has approximately 15,000 members. 
The ED of CILIP, Annie Mauger, has invited our group to visit their headquarters to learn about 
public libraries in the UK.  
 
Our hotel is Apex Temple Court on Fleet Street. It is within walking distance of Covent Garden 
(10-15 mins) and the attractions of the West End.  
 
On Wednesday 3 September we transfer from London to Oxford by train.  
 
Oxford 3 – 5 September 

 
 Oxford is the county town of Oxfordshire, and forms a district 
within the county. The city is known worldwide as a university 
town and home of the University of Oxford, the oldest university 
in the country and the English-speaking world. 
  
Buildings in Oxford demonstrate an example of every English 
architectural period since the arrival of the Saxons, including the 
iconic, mid-18th-century Radcliffe Camera. Oxford is known as the 
"city of dreaming spires", a term coined by poet Matthew Arnold 
in reference to the harmonious architecture of Oxford's university 
buildings. 
 

 
On Wednesday 3 September we will visit the historic Bodleian Library, the main research 
library of the University of Oxford. It is one of the oldest libraries in Europe, and in Britain is 
second in size only to the British Library with over 11 million items.  It is one of six legal deposit 
libraries for works published in the United Kingdom and under Irish Law it is entitled to request 
a copy of each book published in the Republic of Ireland.  
 

On Thursday 4 September we have a full day tour to 
Warwick Castle, a medieval castle developed from an 
original built by William the Conqueror in 1068. Warwick is 
the county town of Warwickshire, situated on a bend of the 
River Avon. The original wooden motte-and-bailey castle 
was rebuilt in stone in the 12th century. During the Hundred 
Years War, the facade opposite the town was refortified, 



resulting in one of the most recognisable examples of 14th century military architecture. It was 
used as a stronghold until the early 17th century, when it was converted it to a country house. It 
was owned by the Greville family, who became earls of Warwick in 1759, until 1978 when it 
was bought by the Tussauds Group. 

Our hotel in Oxford is the Macdonald Randolph Hotel.  
 
On Friday 5 September we transfer to Birmingham via Stratford on Avon and Worcester.  
 
Worcester (en route to Birmingham) 5 September 
Travelling from Oxford to Birmingham we will visit Worcester, where we will tour The Hive.  

The Hive was opened in July 2012, and is the 
outcome of the vision and commitment of two 
key partners; the University of Worcester and 
Worcestershire County Council. Having the 
great ambition of creating a joint library, 
definitely the first of its kind and was girdled 
with the set of core values that still form the 
backbone of what ‘The Hive’ is today. Its 
location emphasises the tangible link between 
the University and the town centre; forging a 
strong working relationship between Council 

and University. The design has adopted the use of sustainable materials that will endure and a 
key element of the original design brief was that 50% of the building’s energy would come from 
renewable sources. 
 
Birmingham 5 - 6 September 
 

Birmingham is a city and metropolitan borough in the West 
Midlands of England. It is the most populous British city outside 
the capital London with 1,074,300 residents. A medium-sized 
market town during the medieval period, Birmingham grew to 
international prominence in the 18th century at the heart of the 
Midlands Enlightenment and subsequent Industrial Revolution, 
which saw the town at the forefront of worldwide developments 
in science, technology and economic organisation, producing a 

series of innovations that laid many of the foundations of modern industrial society. Today 
Birmingham is a major international commercial centre, ranked as a beta− world city by the 
Globalization and World Cities Research Network; and an important transport, retail, events 
and conference hub. Its major cultural institutions, including the City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra, the Birmingham Royal Ballet and the Barber Institute of Fine Arts, enjoy 
international reputations. The Big City Plan is a large redevelopment plan currently underway 
in the city centre with the aim of making Birmingham one of the top 20 most liveable cities in 
the world within 20 years. 
 
On Saturday morning 6 September we will visit the Birmingham Public Library designed by the 
acclaimed Dutch architects Mecanoo. The library building shares the foyer, bars, restaurants 

and a new 300 seat studio theatre. The large entrance 
canopy welcomes the visitor into the building which is 
characterised by circles - an amphitheatre below 
Centenary Square, the interior overlapping rotundas 
and on the outside the delicate filigree circles , inspired 
by the city’s tradition of craftsmanship and industry.  
The Library of Birmingham, which opened in August, has 



been heralded by Dutch architect Francine Houben as a "people's palace" and it boasts a collection 
of over a million books, an array of digital facilities and the ability to accommodate up to 3,000 
visitors. It also provides conventional library services, incorporates theatres, an exhibition gallery, 
photography and family history archives, music rooms, and services aimed at supporting local 
businesses, children, and young people. Based on the building's dazzling exterior, state-of-the-art 
facilities, and fanfare which greeted its opening, it's tempting to conclude the advent of 'super-
libraries' like Birmingham's, heralds a new golden age in the life of the humble institution. 
http://www.theguardian.com/public-leaders-network/2013/oct/10/super-libraries-birmingham-
public-resources 
Our hotel in Birmingham is Hotel La Tour. 
 
The Tour ends Saturday 6 September following the tour of the library (midday) with 
coach transfer to Heathrow or Paddington station.  
 
 

http://www.theguardian.com/books/libraries
http://www.theguardian.com/public-leaders-network/2013/oct/10/super-libraries-birmingham-public-resources
http://www.theguardian.com/public-leaders-network/2013/oct/10/super-libraries-birmingham-public-resources

